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Howtoleavea
giftin your Will

Every Gift in Will, no matter how
big or small, can create a legacy of
protection, capable of preserving
our wild beauty, forever.

A Will is a legally binding document that lets you
say what you want to happen to your property
after you are gone. Everyone over the age of 18
should have a valid Will. If you do not have a Will,
you could lose the opportunity to give the people
you care about the things you most value.

When creating or updating your Will, provide
for your family and friends first and then reflect
on whether you can also include a gift to the
Wilderness Society.



Making a Will can seem daunting, but it doesn’t
have to be. This step-by-step process will help
you along the way.

Step 1: Speak to your family and loved ones

This is a personal decision for you to make, but
we recommend letting your loved ones know that
you are planning to leave a gift in your Will.

Step 2: Decide what kind of gift to leave

There are three main ways to make a Gift in Will
to the Wilderness Society.

1. A residual bequest

You can make a gift of the residue (or remainder),
or a percentage of the residue, of your estate
once specific gifts and expenses have been
taken care of.

2. A specified amount

You can make a specific bequest by simply
stating the dollar amount in your Will that you
wish to leave to the Wilderness Society.

3. An asset

You may wish to make a gift of a specific asset,
for example real estate, shares or bonds.



Step 3: Choose your executor

You should select between one and four people
who will be able to ensure your wishes are carried
out. You can choose your bank, solicitor, friends
or relatives. In the absence of a suitable executor,
the Wilderness Society cannot act as an executor
for your estate and we would recommend you get
in touch with your local Public Trustee who will be
able to help.

Step 4: Get the help of a professional

Your Will is an important legal document and a
solicitor or Public Trustee can help you ensure that
your paperwork is in order and presented in the
right way. We have included suggested wording

in this book, which you can take to your solicitor
for guidance. The cost of seeing a solicitor varies
depending on who you see, however it is a small
price to pay for the reassurance that your wishes
will be carried out.

Step 5: Making your Will

Your Will must be in writing (handwritten, printed
or typed) and include specific wording. It must be
signed and dated on every page. Your signature
must be witnessed by two people who are not



named as beneficiaries of your estate. They both
need to sign their own name on every page of your
Will. Your solicitor will be able to assist you.

Personal requirements

Make note of your funeral arrangements and any
specific requests. If you’d prefer donations to
your favourite charities rather than floral tributes
at your own funeral, it’s a good idea to state

the preference in your Will so your executor can
ensure your wishes are carried out.

Step 6: Keep your Will in a safe place

Store your Will in a safe place and let your
executor know where it’s stored. You can lodge it
with a bank in a ‘Safe Custody’ envelope or with
a solicitor. You may want to send a copy to major
beneficiaries, family members and your executor.
Be sure to keep a copy for yourself.

Step 7: Tell the people who care

Share the news of your decision with close family,
and make sure they understand your wishes as
well as the location of your Will. Wherever you
choose to store your Will, it’s vital to tell those
people who matter most to you where to find it.



How to amend an existing Will

If you have already written your Will, the easiest
way to make a gift to the Wilderness Society is
to add a codicil — a short legal amendment — to
your Will.

This can be organised with a phone call or email to
your solicitor, followed by a visit to their office to
finalise the amendment and sign the codicil.

Never change your Will by simply crossing
something out and writing something different.
This includes changes to names and addresses.

Keep your Will up to date

You should review your Will at least every few
years to ensure that any major changes in

your financial and personal circumstances are
accurate in your Will and that it still reflects your
wishes. For example, there may be a change in
your relationship such as marriage or divorce, or a
death of a beneficiary.



Suggested wording

Please take this information with you when
you visit your solicitor to draft or update your
Will. We suggest the following wording:

| bequeath to The Wilderness Society LTD
(ABN: 18 611 229 086 | ACN: 611 229 086)

The residuary of my entire estate
OR

percent of the residue of my estate

OR

The sum of $

for the purpose of fostering and restoring
wilderness in Australia free of all duties and the
receipt of Secretary of either authorised officer
for the time being shall be a complete and
sufficient discharge for the executor(s).



Frequently asked questions

What is the best way to leave a gift in my
Will to the Wilderness Society?

Ultimately, the decision is yours and we are
extremely grateful for whatever you consider to
be appropriate. However, we generally recommend
a residual bequest. This means that after your
family and loved ones are looked after and your
debts are settled, whatever is left will come to the
Wilderness Society to continue championing our
natural environment.

Can | leave my property or a personal item
to the Wilderness Society?

Yes, we welcome specific items of personal
property provided we’re given permission to sell
the item and use the cash funds for campaigning
to protect wilderness.

Is my gift tax deductible?

The Wilderness Society is registered as a
Deductible Gift Recipient. However, Gifts in Will are
exempt from Capital Gains Tax. If you would prefer
to leave a Tax Deductible Living Bequest, please
contact us and we will be happy to assist.



Can | leave a gift to a specific campaign?

Having flexible funds is essential to our ability

to respond rapidly to the most pressing
environmental crises. Leaving a Gift in Will for the
organisation’s general use is most effective as it
means that your donation will definitely be used
where it’s needed most.

Please call our Legacy Officers on 1800 030
641, if you would like to discuss your personal
wishes further.

Do | need to discuss my decision with

my family?

It is extremely important you discuss your
decision to leave a gift in your Will to the
Wilderness Society with your family and loved
ones. This will help ensure your wishes are
carried out.

My gift is only modest, does that matter?

The Wilderness Society is honoured to have the
trust and support of people like you. Every gift, no
matter how small or large, makes a difference and
Is greatly appreciated.



Forever Wild

By advising us of your gift, you will join
Forever Wild — a dedicated group of
supporters who share a deep affection
for nature.

As a Forever Wild member, you’ll be invited to
special events and activities, personalised forest
tours, and information sessions with our senior
campaigners and guest speakers.

We also would love the opportunity to thank you
for your future support. You can let us know by
returning the form enclosed. Alternatively, you may
like to ask your solicitor to notify us on your behalf.

Confidentiality of your advice will be respected at
all times.

We are happy to answer any questions you
may have about leaving a Gift in Will to the

Wilderness Society.

Please contact our Legacy Officers on
1800 030 641 or giftsinwills@wilderness.org.au




"If we don’t act now, we will
lose what we have. People have
to make up their mind if that’s
okay. If it’s not okay, you’ve got
to do something. That’s why

| left a gift in my Will to the
Wilderness Society."

- Janet Dimelow, Forever Wild member
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